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TRE E  SPE C I E S (SC I E NTI F I C  NA M E )

Swietenia macrophylla
PE RU C OM M ON NA M E

Caoba

TRE E  FA M I LY

MELIACEAE

A VE RA GE  LE A F  SI ZE  (C M )

11.5CM
Length

× 4.5CM
Width

E LE VATI ONA L RA NGE  (M )

0–1500M

TRE E  HE I GHT

LARGE (> 35M)

D I STRI BUTI ON

NATIVE TO PERU

N AT IVE T O

Region: Americas
Latin America: Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador,
Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru

EX O T IC IN

Latin America: El Salvador, Venezuela

C OF F E E  SYSTE M

ARABICA

C OF F E E  I M PA C T

BENEFICIAL TO COFFEE

C ULTI VATI ON

PLANTED

NATURAL

PRE VA LE NC E

Unknown

TRE E  M A NA GE M E NT

The seeds are dispersed by the wind and planted by seed. Young trees are
quite shade-tolerant, but full light combined with side protection is necessary
for optimal growth. The tree is self-pruning and pruning is usually not
necessary if it is established with su�ciently wide spacing. The age of rotation
is 30-35 years when grown for wood.

FA RM E R USE S

Livestock Forage, Lumber, Medicinal, Ornamental, Product
It is of excellent quality and used in the manufacture of luxury furniture,
cabinetmaking, musical instruments and interior and exterior carpentry.
Handmade arrangements are made with the fruits and �owers. The bark
contains a large amount of tannins and is used to dye hides and leather.
Crushed fruit peels have been used as a potting medium. The bark and seeds
have medicinal use against fever and diarrhea.

FA RM  SE RVI C E S

Coffee Shade, Reforestation
Reforestation: used as a pioneer species to reoccupy degraded agricultural
land and has been used in reforestation projects

BI OD I VE RSI TY BE NE F I TS

No
The �owers are visited by insects.
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