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TRE E  SPE C I E S (SC I E NTI F I C  NA M E )

Sapium glandulosum
PE RU C OM M ON NA M E

Kurupicay, Lechero, Lechero de hoja graúda, Mataojo,

Toropi, Shiringa rana

TRE E  FA M I LY

EUPHORBIACEAE

A VE RA GE  LE A F  SI ZE  (C M )

11CM
Length

× 4.5CM
Width

E LE VATI ONA L RA NGE  (M )

1000–1500M

TRE E  HE I GHT

MEDIUM (20–35M)

D I STRI BUTI ON

NATIVE TO PERU

N AT IVE T O

Region: Americas

Latin America: Argentina, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador,

El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama,

Paraguay, Peru, Suriname, Uruguay, Venezuela

C OF F E E  SYSTE M

ARABICA

C OF F E E  I M PA C T

BENEFICIAL TO COFFEE

C ULTI VATI ON

PLANTED

NATURAL

PRE VA LE NC E

Not Common in Coffee Agroforestry

TRE E  M A NA GE M E NT

In nature, seeds germinate within a week or two after coming into contact with

the moist forest �oor. The seeds are dispersed by mammals and birds. The

trees produce many fruits (3 seeds each) and are collected with sticks while

climbing the tree. Once the fruits are opened, the pulp covering the seeds

(approx. 23 thousand per kg) must be removed inside a container with water.

Plant the seeds as soon as the fruit is ripe in a partially shaded nursery. A low

germination rate can usually be expected, with the seed sprouting within 10 to

35 days. Seeds stored at 20°C remain viable for up to 15 months. Growth in

nursery is very fast. Seedlings can reach 25-30 cm in height in a time of 2-3

months. They require full light during their initial development. Latex is toxic

and can damage the eyes if it comes into contact. Trees of this species lose

their leaves during the dry season.

FA RM E R USE S

Food, Firewood, Lumber, Medicinal, Product
Can be used for packaging, paneling, joinery, boxes, plywood, live fences, door

and window frames, and as paper pulp. Its sap has been used against sclerosis

and warts. Latex is sometimes collected from nature for local use as rubber.

FA RM  SE RVI C E S

Soil Improvement, Erosion Control, Reforestation
Erosion Control: helps stabilize riverbeds and can grow on steep slopes where

soils are thin

Reforestation: a good pioneer species to restore forests as young and mature

trees are robust, resistant to drought, excessive sunlight, and are often among

the �rst woody plants to establish themselves in clearings caused by falling

trees, landslides, or human intervention

BI OD I VE RSI TY BE NE F I TS

YES
Its fruits support the diet of frugivorous birds.

https://doi.org/10.15468/39omei
http://catalogoplantasdecolombia.unal.edu.co/
https://tropical.theferns.info/viewtropical.php?id=Sapium+glandulosum

