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TRE E  SPE C I E S (SC I E NTI F I C  NA M E )

Vismia ferruginea
C OLOM BI A N C OM M ON NA M E

Punta de lanza, Carate

TRE E  FA M I LY

HYPERICACEAE

A VE RA GE  LE A F  SI ZE  (C M )

15CM
Length

× 6CM
Width

E LE VATI ONA L RA NGE  (M )

800–2800M

TRE E  HE I GHT

SMALL (10–20M)

D I STRI BUTI ON

NATIVE TO COLOMBIA

N AT IVE T O

Region: Americas

Latin America: Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Venezuela

Colombia: Antioquia, Caldas, Cundinamarca, Huila, Quindío, Santander, Valle del

Cauca

C OF F E E  SYSTE M

ARABICA

C OF F E E  I M PA C T

Unknown

C ULTI VATI ON

PLANTED

NATURAL

TRE E  M A NA GE M E NT

Propagated by seeds; it is fast-growing.

FA RM E R USE S

Fuelwood, Lumber, Medicinal, Product, Ceremonial
Oils, tannins, and dyes can be extracted from its latex. Some indigenous groups

have used it to paint their bodies, get �bers and fabrics. Decoctions of the root,

stem, and leaves, as well as latex, have medicinal properties. Used as �rewood.

Used for fences and tool handles.

FA RM  SE RVI C E S

Soil Improvement, Reforestation, Water Protection
As a hardy and fast-growing pioneer species, it can be useful in soil recovery

and conservation processes as well as stabilization of riverbanks. Useful as

living fences in mini-corridors, streams reforestation, water sources, springs

protection, and establishment or expansion of forested areas.

BI OD I VE RSI TY BE NE F I TS

YES
Attracts seed dispersers, Attracts pollinators. Fruits are consumed by birds

and mammals (bats), and its �owers are visited by bees, wasps, and butter�ies.


